
 

 



Our Learning Focus This Half Term 
Autumn 1 2025  

Sticky Skills These are the skills that the children must acquire and be confident in.  We call them ‘sticky skills’ 

because they must ‘stick’ in our memory to help us become the most confident learners we can be. They 

must be in place to enable us to move learning forward.  

Reading 

● Draw inferences such as inferring characters’ feelings, 

thoughts and motives from their actions, and justifying 

inferences and beginning to use evidence from the text to 

support their answers. 

● Summarising the main ideas drawn from more than one 

paragraph, identifying key details that support the main 

ideas 

● Skim and scan to find evidence or information quickly 

● Continuing to read and discuss an increasingly wide range 

of fiction, poetry, plays, non-fiction and reference books  

● Checking that a book makes sense to them 

● Predict what might happen from details stated 

 

Writing 

● Write legibly, fluently and with increasing speed 

by choosing whether or not to join specific 

letters. 

● Proof-read for spelling and punctuation errors  

● In narratives, describe settings, characters and 

atmosphere 

● Use a range of devices to build cohesion (e.g. 

conjunctions, adverbials of time and place, 

pronouns, synonyms) in paragraphs  

● Begin to use verb tenses consistently and 

correctly when writing   

● Use commas after fronted adverbials  

Handwriting:  We will be embedding the following letter formations from our cursive handwriting scheme.  
   

Maths 

Place Value 

● Read, write and order and compare numbers up to 10 million and determine the value of each digit.  

● Round any whole number to a required degree of accuracy.  

● Use negative numbers in context, and calculate intervals across zero. 
 

Addition, Subtraction, Multiplication and Division 

● Multiply multi-digit numbers up to 4 digits by a 2-digit whole number using the formal written method of long 

multiplication. 

● Divide numbers up to 4 digits by a two-digit whole number using the formal written method of long division and short 

division 

● Interpret remainders as whole number remainders, fractions, or by rounding, as appropriate for the context. 

● Perform mental calculations, including with mixed operations and large numbers. 

● Identify common factors, common multiples and prime numbers. 

● Use knowledge of the order of operations to carry out calculations involving the four operations. 

● Solve addition and subtraction multi-step problems in contexts, deciding which operations and methods to use and why. 
 

 

How will we deliver this to our children?  
English – We will continue to deliver language rich texts in the Autumn term to ensure that our children are exposed to and 

experiment with interesting and complex vocabulary.  Our first core text is Wonder. 

Shared reading will take place in the classroom to ensure that reading skills are taught to all children.  Children will be taught 

vocabulary, inference, prediction, explanation, retrieval and summary skills, as well as how to scan and skim texts quickly to 

answer comprehension questions. We will also be working on developing reading stamina over the course of the next half term 

to ensure that children can read and accurately digest more and more information.  

Regular delivery and practise of our cursive handwriting scheme will take place during the school week. 

We will be teaching a wide range of writing genres in order to ensure that children can confidently write for a wide range of 

purposes. The structure of the week will include a grammar lesson, comprehension and a build up to a written task by the end 

of the week. 

Maths – We will continue to deliver Fluent in Five every day to practise the core number skills of addition, subtraction, 

multiplication and division. Every maths lesson will contain an arithmetic focus to help children to rehearse key mathematical 

methods. We will also be assessing children daily on their timetables and reasoning skills.  

On Friday our children will practise their arithmetic skills.  We will mark their work together in this lesson and children will 

track their own progress each week to ensure they are aware of their targets.  

Your children will practise their times tables and corresponding division facts to ensure they feel confident with core number 

skills.  



 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 
 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

Home learning links to support skills include: 

English www.spellingshed.co.uk  KS2 English - BBC Bitesize 

Maths www.mymaths.co.uk        www.mathshed.com   KS2 Maths - BBC Bitesize 

Science https://www.bbc.co.uk/bitesize/topics/zvhhvcw    https://www.nhm.ac.uk/take-part/try-this-at-

home.html  

Art/DT www.purplemash.com  www.tate.org.uk/kids   

RE https://www.bbc.co.uk/teach/class-clips-video/religious-studies-ks2-what-is-christianity/znshvk7  

History The British Empire https://www.natgeokids.com/uk/discover/history/general-history/british-empire-

facts/#:~:text=The%20British%20Empire%20is%20a,Central%20and%20South%20America%2C%20too

.  

Geography https://www.natgeokids.com/uk/       

Computing www.purplemash.com  

 

Developmental Skills These teach our children how to build essential skills at every stage of life. 

Skills builder: These are our focus skills for the first half term.  

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

Presenting:  We will be learning to how to use language to communicate effectively with each other.  We will also learn how 

to think about our tone and body language to show we are open listeners. 

Listening: We will be learning how to take part and respond to a group discussion. 

PSHE: We are using the ‘Jigsaw’ programme and will be covering the topic ‘Being Me in My World’. Within this topic, we will 

be considering our goals for the year ahead, how we can be global citizens and the effect of our behaviour on the school 

community. 

 

What can you do at home to support the development of the skills above? 

 

Read for pleasure! Pack a book everywhere you go, and enjoy storytelling as a family. Reading does not have to be a 

solitary activity; take it turns and read to each other, and discuss the texts. Children should read daily. 

 

Sharing these wonderful books: 

Book Author 

A Boy Called Hope Laura Williamson 

Illegal Eoin Colfer 

The Nowhere Emporium Ross Mackenzie 

Time Travelling With a Hamster Ross Welford 

Cogheart Peter Bunzl 

The Girl of Ink and Stars Kiran Millwood Hargrave 

Eren Simon P Clark 

Abomination Robert Swindells 

 

 Writing for purpose – write to other family members, keeping a diary, organising ideas and information into 

leaflets, booklets, posters.  Be creative! Practise story writing and poetry.  

 Spellings – practise spellings on spelling shed, say your spellings out loud, time yourself writing your spellings. 

 Maths – telling the time, measuring for cooking and craft projects, times tables practise.  Ensure mymaths 

homework is complete and submitted on time.  

 Complete the Google classroom/purple mash learning projects as they are set. 

 Ensure your child has logged onto Reading Eggs and completed their work set.  
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We hope you have found this letter useful, and you may wish to refer to the information regularly to keep up to date with 

your child’s current learning, so keep it handy!  

Don’t forget to also check the weekly newsletter for more in-depth guidance.  

We would like to thank you for supporting your child with their learning at home and please do ask if there is anything we 

can assist you further with. 

With best wishes, 

 

Ms Gad, Mr Johnson and Mr Pitty. 

The Year 6 team. 

 

 


