
 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 



  

Our Learning Focus This Half Term  

Autumn 2 2025 

Sticky Skills These are the skills that the children must acquire and be confident in.  We call them 

‘sticky skills’ because they must ‘stick’ in our memory to help us become the most confident learners we can be. They 

must be in place to enable us to move learning forward.  

  

Reading  

● Participate in discussions about books that are 

read to them and those they can read for 

themselves, building on their own and others’ 

ideas and challenging views courteously  

● Distinguish between statements of fact and 

opinion justifying their views  

● Recommending books that they have read to their 

peers, giving reasons for their choices in a written 

form  

● Continuing to read and discuss an increasingly 

wide range of fiction, poetry, plays, non-fiction 

and reference books   

● Asking questions to improve their understanding  

● Predict what might happen from details stated  

Writing  

● Write effectively for a range of purposes and 

audiences, selecting language that shows good 

awareness of the reader (e.g. the use of the first 

person in a diary; direct address in instructions 

and persuasive writing)   

● Proof-read for spelling and punctuation errors   

● In narratives, describe settings, characters and 

atmosphere  

● Use a colon to introduce a list   

● Integrate dialogue in narratives to convey 

character and advance the action  

● Use commas after fronted adverbials    

● Integrate dialogue in narratives to convey 

character and advance the action   

  

Handwriting:  We will be continuing to embed the following letter formations from our cursive handwriting scheme.    

 

  

Maths  

Fractions  

● Use common factors to simplify fractions.  

● Use common multiples to express fractions in the same denomination.  

● Compare order fractions, including fractions greater than 1.  

● Add and subtract fractions with different denominators and mixed numbers.  

● Multiply pairs of fractions, writing the answer in its simplest form.  

● Divide fractions by whole numbers.  

  

Position and Direction  

● Describe positions of a full coordinates grid (all four quadrants).  

● Draw and translate simple shapes and reflect them in the axes.  

  

  

How will we deliver this to our children?  

English – We will continue to deliver language rich texts in the Autumn term to ensure that our children are exposed to 

and grapple with interesting and complex vocabulary.  Our core text this half term is ‘War Horse’ by Michael Morpurgo.  

Shared Reading takes place daily to teach reading skills to all children.  In these sessions we focus on teaching the 

following six skills: Vocabulary, Inference, Prediction, Explanation, Retrieval, Summary.  In Shared Reading, we will be 

focusing on the specific questions that practise these skills.  Children will be participating in a variety of class discussions 

to help their understanding of a text. We will also be continuing to develop reading stamina so that the children are 

able to focus on texts for longer and with increased resilience.  

Regular delivery and practise of our cursive handwriting scheme will take place during the school week. We will teach a 

wide range of writing genres in order to ensure that children can confidently write for a wide range of purposes.  This 

includes story writing, diaries, newspapers, letters, non-chronological reports and poetry.  Children are expected to apply 



their developing spelling skills to their writing across the curriculum so please do ensure that your child is regularly 

practising their spellings on Spelling Shed.   

  

Maths – We will continue to deliver Fluent in Five every day to practise the core number skills of addition, subtraction, 

multiplication and division. In addition, we will perform our times tables to 12 x 12 on a daily basis.  

Every maths lesson will contain an arithmetic and reasoning focus to help children to rehearse key mathematical methods 

and their application.  

 

On Friday, our children will practise their arithmetic skills.  We will mark their work together in this lesson and children 

will track their own progress each week, to ensure they are aware of their targets.  Your child will practise their times 

tables and corresponding division facts, to ensure they feel confident with basic number skills.   This half term we are 

focusing on two main units of mathematics (as in the sticky skills section above) which will be broken down into weekly 

learning.   

  

    

What can you do at home to support the development of the skills above? 
 

Sharing these wonderful books:  

Book Title  Author  

Carrie’s War  Nina Bawden  

What on Earth? Wallbook Timeline of Nature  Christopher Lloyd  

Raspberries on the Yangtze  Karen Wallace  

The Boy at the Back of the Class Onjali Rauf  

Awful End  Philip Ardagh  

From Hereabout Hill  Michael Morpurgo  

Fruit and Nutcase  Jean Ure  

Granny  Anthony Horowitz  

The Hobbit  JRR Tolken  

 Take a look in your child’s planners for more exciting titles to read. 

 Writing for purpose – encourage your child to write to other family members, keep a diary and complete book reviews.  
 It is important that the children practise their cursive joins.  Slow, careful practise will help to master our new writing 

style.  Spelling is very important.  Please encourage your child to practise spellings online and by hand.  Spell your 

spellings out loud and use them in sentences, stories and poems.    
 
Home Learning - Ensure MyMaths homework is complete and submitted on time. Ensure your child is  

 logging into Spelling Shed and completing their spelling games to consolidate their knowledge. Their reading book is 

sent home daily along with their planners. Homework is set from Monday to Monday.  

  

  

Home learning links to support skills include:  

English  www.spellingshed.co.uk     www.pobble.com    

Maths  www.mymaths.co.uk           www.topmarks.co.uk       https://www.yearsix.co.uk/  

Science  Learn more about classification https://www.bbc.co.uk/bitesize/topics/zn22pv4/articles/z3nbcwx   

Geography   Learn more about climate change 

Computing  www.purplemash.com    https://classroom.google.com   
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Developmental Skills These teach our children how to build essential skills at every stage of 

life. Skills builder: These are our focus skills for the second half term.   

  

Creativity: I can explain what creativity is and how it is used in different settings  

Staying Positive: I can look on the bright side in difficult situations and focus on that (staying 

positive)  

  

PSHE: We are using the Jigsaw programme to help our children develop their personal, social 

and emotional skills. The focus for the half term is ‘Celebrating Difference’.  The learning for 

each week is listed below:  

1. Am I Normal?  

2. Understanding Difference  

3. Power Struggles  

4. Why Bully?  

5. Admiration Accolades  

                 6.        Celebrating Difference  

  

We hope you have found this letter useful, and you may wish to refer to the information regularly to keep abreast of 

your child’s current learning, so keep it handy!   

Don’t forget to also check the weekly newsletter for more in-depth guidance.   

We would like to thank you for supporting your child with their learning at home and please do ask if there is anything 

we can assist you further with.  

The Year 6 team,  

  

Miss Gad, Mr Johnson, Mr Pitty  

The Year 6 team. 

 


