
 

 
 

 

 



Our Learning Focus This Half Term 
Spring 1 2026 

Sticky Skills These are the skills that the children must acquire and be confident in.  We call them ‘sticky 

skills’ because they must ‘stick’ in our memory to help us become the most confident learners we can be. 

They must be in place to enable us to move learning forward. 

 

Reading 

● Increasing familiarity with a wide range of books, including 

modern fiction, fiction from our literary heritage & books from 

other cultures & traditions. 

● Identifying and discussing similarities and differences linked to 

themes and convention in and across a range of reading 

materials. 

● Begin to explore and discuss classic poems: by famous poets or 

famous periods of time e.g. Edward Lear and The War. 

● Learning a range of poetry by heart. 

 

Writing 

● Use a dictionary to check the spelling of 

uncommon or more ambitious 

vocabulary. 

● Maintain legibility in joined handwriting 

when writing at speed. 

● To use verb tenses consistently and 

correctly throughout their writing. 

● Spell correctly most words from the year 

5 / year 6 spelling list. 

 

Handwriting: Our new focus this term will be ensuring the correct joins are being used when writing at speed. 

 
The children will be practising their handwriting at speed by completing timed passages and must review their work to ensure the letter joins 

are correct and consistent.  They will learn how to record key information in note form and write units of measure correctly.  

 

Maths 

Decimals and Percentages 

● Associate a fraction with division and calculate decimal equivalents for a simple fraction. 

● Identify the value of each digit in numbers given to three decimal places. 

● Multiply and divide numbers by 10, 100 and 1000 giving answers up to three decimal places. 

● Multiply 1-digit numbers with up to two decimal places by whole numbers. 

● Use written division methods with answers up to two decimal places. 

● Solve problems which require answers to be rounded to decimal places. 
 

Ratio 

 Introduction to the ratio symbol.  

 Using ratio language. 

 Scale drawings. 

 Using scale factors. 

 Similar shapes.  

 Ratio and proportion problems.  

Algebra 

● Use simple formulae. 

● Generate and describe number sequences. 

● Express missing number problems algebraically. 

● Find missing pairs of numbers. 

● Establish possibilities of combinations of two numbers. 
 

 

How will we deliver this to our children? 

English –We will continue to deliver language rich texts in the Spring term to ensure that our children are exposed to and 

grapple with interesting and complex vocabulary.  Our core text this half term is ‘Anne Frank, The Diary of a Young Girl’ 

(abridged for young readers). Shared reading will take place in the classroom to ensure that reading skills are taught to all 

children. In these sessions we focus on teaching the following six skills similar to last term: Vocabulary, Inference, Prediction, 

Explanation, Retrieval, Summary.  In shared reading we will be focusing on the specific questions that practise these skills.  

Children will be participating in a variety of class discussions to help their understanding of a text which will help support 

them in their SATs exams in May.  



We will also be continuing to develop reading stamina, as we have previously done, so that the children are able to focus on 

texts for longer and with increased resilience. We will teach a wide range of writing genres in order to ensure that children 

can confidently write for a wide range of purposes. This includes story writing, diaries, letters, non-chronological reports and 

poetry.  Children are expected to apply their developing spelling skills to their writing across the curriculum so please do 

ensure that your child is regularly practising their spellings on spelling shed.  

 

Maths – We will deliver Flashback Four every day to practise the core number skills of addition, subtraction, multiplication and 

division. In addition, we will perform our times tables to 12 x 12 on a daily basis through a range of times table practice.  

 

Every maths lesson will contain an arithmetic and reasoning focus to help children to rehearse key mathematical methods.  On 

Fridays, our children will practise their arithmetic or their reasoning skills.  We will mark their work together in this lesson and 

children will track their own progress each week as well as teachers, to ensure they are aware of their targets.  Your children 

will practise their times tables and corresponding division facts, to ensure they feel confident with basic number skills daily. This 

half term we are also focusing on two main units of mathematics (as in the sticky skills section above) which will be broken 

down into weekly learning.  

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 
 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

Home learning links to support skills include: 

English www.yearsix.co.uk  www.spellingshed.co.uk     www.literacyshed.com  

Maths www.yearsix.co.uk  www.mymaths.co.uk        www.topmarks.co.uk     https://play.ttrockstars.com/  

Science Learn more about light and shadow: Light and shadows - BBC Bitesize 

Art/DT Make my voice heard! Learn more about the importance of making your voice heard: 

https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=eeAdLX779B0   
History https://www.bbc.co.uk/teach/class-clips-video/history-ks2-world-war-two/zjnyscw  and of course our 

friends at horrible histories have lots of information too! 

Find out a little more about Anne Frank’s Annexe https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=Lb2igROPUNA  

Geography  Geography is an important focus during our study of WWII  https://www.bbc.co.uk/teach/class-clips-

video/history-ks2-geography-of-world-war-two/zv99rj6   

Computing www.purplemash.com    https://classroom.google.com  

 

Developmental Skills These teach our children how to build essential skills at every stage of life. 

Skills builder: These are our focus skills for the first half of the Spring term.  

 

Problem Solving:  Learners complete tasks by finding information they need themselves 

Aiming High: Learners work with a positive approach to new challenges 
 

PSHE: We are using the Jigsaw programme to help our children develop their personal, social and emotional 

skills. The focus for the half term is ‘Dreams and Goals.’ The learning for each week is listed below: 

What can you do at home to support the development of the skills above? 

Read these fantastic books: 

Title Author 

Once Morris Gleitzman 

The Otherside of the Truth Beverley Naidoo 

The Silver Sword Ian Serraillier 

Super Fudge Judy Blume 

Tell Me No Lies Malorie Blackman 
 

Writing for purpose – encourage your child to write to other family members, keep a diary and complete book reviews. 

Spelling is very important.  Please encourage your child to practise spellings online and by hand.  Spell your spellings out 

loud and use them in sentences, stories and poems. CGP Grammar books will be sent home every Monday to be 

completed by the following Monday.   

To develop maths skills, cooking, craftwork and games are great ways to engage children.  Times tables and division facts 

remain an important part of each child’s mathematical understanding so playing games together (such as quizzes or timed 

challenges) to embed this knowledge would be helpful. 

Home Learning - Ensure my maths homework is completed on MyMaths. Purple Mash has been set for your child once a 

week to help cover our computing curriculum. Spelling Shed will continue to assist learning rules and patterns. Ensure your 

child is reading their books and completing their homework. This is very important to help support their comprehension 

skills in school as well as exposing them to a variety of vocabulary. The Online SATs Booster programme will assist your 

children in Grammar and Maths. 

http://www.yearsix.co.uk/
http://www.spellingshed.co.uk/
http://www.literacyshed.com/
http://www.yearsix.co.uk/
http://www.mymaths.co.uk/
http://www.topmarks.co.uk/
https://play.ttrockstars.com/
https://www.bbc.co.uk/bitesize/topics/z3nnb9q/articles/z9wm7yc
https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=eeAdLX779B0
https://www.bbc.co.uk/teach/class-clips-video/history-ks2-world-war-two/zjnyscw
https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=Lb2igROPUNA
https://www.bbc.co.uk/teach/class-clips-video/history-ks2-geography-of-world-war-two/zv99rj6
https://www.bbc.co.uk/teach/class-clips-video/history-ks2-geography-of-world-war-two/zv99rj6
http://www.purplemash.com/
https://classroom.google.com/


1. Personal Learning Goals 

2. Steps to Success  

3. My Dream for the World 

4. Helping to Make a Difference  

5. Helping to Make a Difference (part two) 

6. Recognising our achievements 

 

 

We hope you have found this letter useful, and you may wish to refer to the information regularly to keep abreast 

of your child’s current learning, so keep it handy! Don’t forget to also check the weekly newsletter for more in-

depth guidance. We would like to thank you for supporting your child with their learning at home and please do 

ask if there is anything we can assist you further with.  

 

The Year 6 team, Miss Gad, Mr Johnson and Mr Pitty.  

 


