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TWO SCHOOLS, ONE VISION

Our Learning Focus This Half Term
Summer 12026

5 Sticky Skills These are the skills that the children must acquire and be confident in. We call them ‘sticky
artowemseneme e misione e SKllS" Decause they must ‘stick” in our memory to help us become the most confident learners we can be.
They must be in place to enable us to move learning forward.

Reading Writing
e |earning a range of poetry by heart. e  Spell correctly most words from the year 5/ year 6
e |dentify how language, structure and presentation spelling list specifically high frequency homophones.
contribute to meaning. e Maintain legibility in joined handwriting when writing
e Discuss and evaluate how authors use language, at speed.
including figurative language, considering the e To select vocabulary and grammatical structures that
impact on the reader. reflect what the writing requires, doing this mostly
e Explain and discuss their understanding of what appropriately:
they have read, through formal presentations and e To using passive verbs to affect how information is
debates, maintaining a focus on the topic and presented.
using notes where necessary. e To use inverted commas for direct speech correctly.
To use commas, colons, dashes, hyphens and brackets
for clarity and to show embedded clauses.

Handwriting: Our new focus this term will be
ensuring the children pay attention to neatness,
depending on the task they are completing.

By the end of this term, the children should be able
to adapt their handwriting for a range of tasks and

African Block Mamba.

Large, highly wenomous snoke species.

South Sahara Desert, Africa.

2nd longest wenomous snake.

Fastest land snake (&32-5.4m/sec 10-12 mph).
Mot feared, dongerous, fierce, torritorial snake.

purposes and to create different effects. They should " Rears up 173 of bods (6" high).
be clear about what standard of handwriting is ey Under threat - delivers. mulbiple sirikes. g
. . . T T Ier T rr1rr1r1rr1r1 m,m_mbmifm_looxmwm.
appropriate for a particular task, for example, quick S EnA P —-— iryected. Maost rapid. ncting wenom.
notes, a final handwritten version, an un-joined style — -~
or capital letters. Examples of adaptations to handwriting are here ->
Maths
Reasoning focus: Geometry: Shape
e Money e Measuring and classifying angles.
e Time e Calculating angles and vertically opposite angles.
e Mass e Anglesin a triangle
e Capacity e Angles in a quadrilateral
e Volume e Anglesin a polygon.

How will we deliver this to our children?

English — We will continue to deliver language rich texts in the Summer term to ensure that our children are exposed to and
grapple with interesting and complex vocabulary. Our core text this half term is ‘Journey to Jo'burg’ by Beverley Naidoo.
Shared reading will take place daily to ensure that reading skills are taught to all children. In these sessions we focus on
teaching the following six skills: Vocabulary, Inference, Prediction, Explanation, Retrieval, Summary. In shared reading we will
be focusing on the specific questions that practise these skills. Children will be participating in a variety of class discussions to
help their understanding of a text which will help support them as they transition to secondary school.

We will also be continuing to support children with giving justification for their answers as well as supporting them with
evidence. We will teach a wide range of writing genres in order to ensure that children can confidently write for a wide range
of purposes. This includes story writing, diaries, newspapers, letters, non-chronological reports and poetry. Children are
expected to apply their developing spelling skills to their writing across the curriculum so please do ensure that your child is
regularly practising their spellings on spelling shed.

Maths — We will continue to perform times tables every day to ensure rapid recall and fluency. When children are confident,
they will be extended with bronze, silver and gold level which will ask children to multiply and divide fractions and decimals.




Every maths lesson will contain an arithmetic and a reasoning focus to help children to rehearse key mathematical methods
taught in that unit. On Fridays, our children will practise their arithmetic or reasoning skills which will develop the children’s
place value, addition, subtraction, multiplication, division, fraction decimal and percentages knowledge. The children will mark
their work and track their own progress each week. This half term we are also focusing on our reasoning skills and will be

completing maths reasoning questions as part of all our maths lessons.

What can you do at home to support the development of the skills above?
Read these fantastic books:

Title

Author

The House With Chicken Legs

Sophie Anderson

What Katy Did

Susan Coolidge

The Wheel of Surya

Jamila Gavin

The Lion the Witch and the Wardrobe

C.S Lewis

Sky Song

Abi Elphinstone

Writing for purpose — encourage your child to maintain their legibility regarding their handwriting. It is important that the

children practise their cursive joins and have fluidity within their writing. Slow, careful practise will help the children to

develop their own writing style. Spelling is particularly important so please ensure your child is practising their spellings on

spelling shed. Learning the spelling rule and understanding the words in context is especially important in Year 6.

To develop maths skills - cooking, craftwork and games are great ways to engage children. Times tables and division facts
remain an important part of each child’s mathematical understanding so playing games together (such as quizzes or timed
challenges) to embed this knowledge would be helpful. Topmarks and Mathshed are brilliant platforms to engage your
child and allow them to practise a range of different skills. Telling the time (analogue and digital) is a difficult skill for some
children to understand so please take some time to help to practise this skill throughout the day.
Home Learning — Continue to submit mymaths homework and other assignments as they are set. Reading eggs will be set
once a week so please encourage your child to read a variety of books either both on this platform and through paper

copies.

Home learning links to support skills include:

English www.spellingshed.co.uk  www.literacyshed.com

Maths www.mymaths.co.uk www.topmarks.co.uk  www.yearsix.co.uk

Science Learn more about the human body: https://www.bbc.co.uk/bitesize/topics/zcyycdm
Art/DT 3D sculptures and memory boxes

Computing | www.purplemash.com  https://classroom.google.com

Developmental Skills These teach our children how to build essential skills at
every stage of life.
Skills builder: These are our focus skills for the first half of the Spring term:

Leadership: | can make decisions to resolve disagreements between team mates
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Staying Positive: | keep trying and encourage others to keep trying, even when things are difficult.

Listening: | can listen to my classmates and respond appropriately.

PSHE: In this Puzzle, the children look at mental health and how to take care of their own mental well-being. They talk about
the grief cycle and its various stages, they also discuss the different causes of grief and loss. The children talk about people

who can try to control them or have power over them. They look at online safety, learning how to judge if something is safe
and helpful as well as talking about communicating with friends and family in a positive and safe

way.

The children will acquire the following knowledge:

+ Know ways that they can take care of their own mental health and know that it is important to

take care of their own mental health

* Know the stages of grief and that there are different types of loss that cause people to grieve

* Know that sometimes people can try to gain power or control them



http://www.spellingshed.co.uk/
http://www.literacyshed.com/
http://www.mymaths.co.uk/
http://www.topmarks.co.uk/
http://www.yearsix.co.uk/
https://www.bbc.co.uk/bitesize/topics/zcyycdm
https://www.kapowprimary.com/subjects/art-design/upper-key-stage-2/year-6/3d-and-sculpture/lesson-1-exploring-self/
http://www.purplemash.com/
https://classroom.google.com/

* Know some of the dangers of being ‘online’
* Know how to use technology safely and positively to communicate with friends and family.

The children will develop the following Social and Emotional Skills:

* Recognise that people can get problems with their mental health and that it is nothing to be ashamed of

+ Can help themselves and others when worried about a mental health problem

+ Recognise when they are feeling grief and have strategies to manage them

» Demonstrate ways they could stand up for themselves and their friends in situations where others are trying to gain power
or control

« Can resist pressure to do something online that might hurt themselves or others

« Can take responsibility for their own safety and well-being

Some questions for family PSHE learning this half term:

* What is mindfulness?

» What tips can you give me for taking care of my own mental health?

» Who do you talk to online? What would you do if they said something that you didn't like?
» How do you know if a website is genuine?

We hope you have found this letter useful, and you may wish to refer to the information regularly to keep abreast of your
child’s current learning, so keep it handy! Don't forget to also check the weekly newsletter for more in-depth guidance. We
would like to thank you for supporting your child with their learning at home and please do ask if there is anything we can
assist you further with.

The Year 6 team - Miss Gad, Mr Johnson and Mr Pitty



