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English as an Additional Language (EAL)

How to help your child learn English

e Thisis usually best done by playing games or reading books.

¢ Join the library and take out interesting books for reading. Use the library regularly in the
holidays. Children can use the internet and also borrow story tapes with books to listen to.

e Read books with your child by talking about them in your home language and, if possible,
English too. It is helpful to read to your child in both languages.

e Select good educational television programmes, for example, from CBeebies or CBBC for
your child to watch and use Teletext to show sub-titles in English. This will help your child’s
listening and reading.

Working with school

e Teachers will sometimes send home information about subject/topic areas that are going to
be taught in the classroom.

e You could prepare your child by discussing this work in advance and this will improve your
child's understanding when the work is completed in the classroom and also help the
learning of English.

e Your child's teacher will give homework which is suitable to meet his/her needs. It is
important that s/he tries to do the homework set.

e Praise your child's achievements. It is important that your child knows that you understand
the difficulties s/he is experiencing. Learning a new language, and at the same time learning
all the school subjects in this new language, is hard work. Motivate your child to keep trying
and to keep listening. Slowly but surely things will get easier.

Resources to support EAL children and their families.

Websites containing visual resources:

1. A website that contains a few basic words and phrases in English. -
http://www.primaryresources.co.uk

2. A brilliant website with plenty of colourful, exciting pictures to enhance
learning of English (needs subscription). -
https://www.twinkl.co.uk/resources/english-as-an-additional-language-
eal/eal-non-verbal-resources-communication/eal-non-verbal-resource-
communication-visual-timetable

3. A website that promotes the “Language of the month”. Explore the website to
find useful words, phrases and videos of children speaking different languages
in a British school. - https://www.newburyparkschool.net/lotm/index.html
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4. A fantastic website that gives suggestions of useful activities to do at home

with children.(once one the website, click on the Resources for EAL Learners
at Home Glasgow EAL tab to see suggestions.) -
https://www.ealhighland.org.uk/activities-to-do-at-home-for-primary-

children/

. A good website that offers dual language flashcards for children (once on the

website, tap on the Dual Language tab to explore all the resources, then click
on the Free Download button to print or see the resources). -
https://littleowlsresources.com/

Websites with free online books, videos and games:

1.

A website with activities for children to support the learning of English( games,
animated stories, songs) - https://learnenglishkids.britishcouncil.org/

. An excellent site with dual language traditional tales and short stories from

around the world. The stories can be read and listened to online, or
downloaded. - https://worldstories.org.uk/

Online books for children in many languages. -
http://en.childrenslibrary.org/

Stories with visuals and audio. Many stories are interactive. -
https://www.bbc.co.uk/cbeebies/stories

Bilingual fairytales for children (English, French, Italian, Spanish, German) -
https://www.thefablecottage.com/

Amazing online dictionaries for children
1.

3.

4.

5.

A basic dictionary, that helps children to associate words and pictures. -
http://www.esolhelp.com/online-picture-dictionary.html

An online Thesaurus for children, structured into different areas. -
https://kids.wordsmyth.net/we/

A fantastic online dictionary that comprises a variety of languages, as well as
pictures for words. - https://www.enchantedlearning.com/dictionary.html
An online dictionary with pictures, that focuses on Maths concepts -
http://www.amathsdictionaryforkids.com/

An online picture dictionary that focuses on Space! -
https://www.nasa.gov/audience/forstudents/k-4/dictionary/index.html
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